Meeting of Ministers of Education and Science 

of the Arctic Council Member States 

- Programme -

In 2004 Iceland holds the Chairmanship both in the Arctic Council and the Nordic Council of Ministers. Iceland invites to host for the first time a meeting of the ministers of education and science in the Arctic Council member countries. The meeting will be held back to back with the meeting of the Nordic Council of Ministers (Education and Science) in Reykjavík on June 9th 2004. 

Background

The work of Arctic Council has traditionally drawn its inspiration from the need to protect the sensitive Arctic environment. This will remain an important concern for the Arctic Council. At the same time, the Council is applying a more balanced approach to sustainable development consistent with the decisions taken by Ministers at Inari, and devoting increased attention to the social, economic and cultural circumstances of life in the region. Changes in the Arctic environment pose diverse challenges to the inhabitants of the Arctic and the sub-Arctic. Many of the diverse communities of the region have demonstrated exceptional resourcefulness in meeting those challenges, not least through education and the use of science and technology.  To further explore possibilities in those fields, Iceland, has identified education, research and innovation as important elements of its Chairmanship program as these are the main drivers of economic growth and social development.
It is against this background that Iceland is taking the initiative to host the first meeting of Ministers of Education and Science of the Arctic Council member states. The meeting will be held back to back with the meeting of the Nordic Council of Education Ministers on 9. June 2004. This is particularly relevant since the Education Ministers are currently reviewing Nordic cooperation in order to create increased synergy between the countries and strengthen their global contribution to knowledge based growth.

Objective

The objective of the meeting is to explore the possibility of closer cooperation between the Arctic Council member countries in the field of education and research, given the wide range of common interest. The meeting will focus on identifying a suitable framework for  cooperation, i.e. exchange of students and scientists as well as promoting institutional linkages at various levels of government and the private sector. It will also include exchange of policy experiences on measures to promote socio-economic innovation and sustainable development relevant in Northern Regions. All the Nordic countries are currently reviewing their policy mechanisms to better link higher education, science and innovation This raises many cross-cutting policy issues linked to the widely accepted notion that science and technology are the main driving forces for economic and social development in a knowledge based society. 

The meeting should strive to establish and strengthen institutional links that in the future could facilitate exchanges and generate research cooperation with long term effects. One such measure might be to strengthen cooperation on student exchange programs between universities around the Arctic rim (incl. North2North) in cooperation on student exchange programs and joint degree programs based on the ongoing Bologna process in Europe. The meeting could also explore possibilities in postgraduate training by linking national and Nordic programs to those of other Arctic Council member countries. Furthermore, the meeting could explore new areas for direct research cooperation in various fields.

Outcome

The final outcome of the meeting could be expressed in a ministerial statement or declaration calling for concrete follow-up actions to be taken in anticipation of a subsequent meeting of the same ministerial constellation at a suitable time to be determined. 

Venue 
The meeting will be held at the Nordica hotel, a new 5 star hotel in Reykjavik, where a number of rooms have been reserved for the delegations. For further information see http://www.southtravels.com/europe/iceland/nordicahotel/ 
Programme of the Ministerial Meeting

The meeting will be held on June 9th,  2004 starting with a morning session with expert contributions on the themes below. This session will be held in parallel with the meeting of Nordic Council of Education and Science Ministers.  After a joint luncheon the outcome of the morning session will then be reported to the Arctic Council of Education and Science Ministers meeting to be held in the afternoon where ministers will discuss the issues and the ways in which they might be followed up in preparation for a later meeting. Attached is the preliminary detailed agenda.

In the evening a dinner at the old  Mansion of Viðey Island will be hosted by the Icelandic Minister of Education, Science  and Culture. 

The day after the meeting a day-long sight-seeing excursion will be offered to those interested to visit sites of cultural and natural interest, guided by experts.

____________________

Meeting of Ministers for Education and Science 

of Arctic Council Member States

Reykjavik, June 9th 2004

- PROGRAMME -

8:30-9:00
Registration

Morning Expert Session – (Room G)

9:00-9:10 
Words of welcome by the chairman: Guðmundur Árnason, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education,Science and Culture in Iceland

9:10-9:30 
Human Resources and research for sustainable development and growth in the Arctic rim region: Craig Dorman, Vice President for Research, University of Alaska State System, USA 

9:30-9:50
Perspectives for (knowledge based) socio- economic development in the  Arctic rim region of the Russian Federation: Claudia I. Fedorova,  Director of International Programs, Sakha State University, Yakutsk, 

Sakha Republic, Russian Federation

9:50-10:20
Indigenous Peoples needs for Arctic rim regional cooperation in higher education and research: Aqqaluk Lynge, President Inuit Circumpolar Conference, Greenland and Chief Joe Linklater, Gwich'in Council International, Yukon
10:20-10:40



- Coffee break -
10:40–10:55
Institutional framework of cooperation in the Arctic. - Experience gained from the University of the Arctic and the Northern Research Forum: Thorsteinn Gunnarsson, Rector, The University of Akureyri, Iceland
10:55-11:10 Concepts of Nordic Cooperation within NORIA (Nordic Research and Innovation Area) and its implication for Arctic Council cooperation.  Presentation by Gustav Björkstrand, Rector, Åbo Akademi University, Finland

11:10-11:25
The needs and obstacles for the use of ICT in the Arctic Region – Nancy Soreide, Research Senior IT Manager, NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration), USA
11:25-11:40
The use of ICT for linking learning/knowledge communities in the Arctic  Erkki Ormala, Director of Technology Policy and Strategic Planning, NOKIA, Finland

11:40 -12:20  


Panel discussion
Moderator: Guðmundur Árnason, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture
Rapporteurs to Ministers:   George Atkinson, Science Adviser to the US Secretary of State, USA and Vilhjálmur Lúdvíksson, Secretary of the Science and Technology Policy Council of Iceland

- Lunch hosted by the Government of Iceland at Nordica hotel
 Ministerial meeting 

(Room H and I)

14:00-14:10
Chairman´s Address: Thorgerdur Katrín Gunnarsdóttir, Minister of Education, Science and Culture in Iceland
14:10-15:10
Views on Cooperation in Education, Science and Innovation in the Arctic rim region.  Presentations by:

1. United States:  Kathie Olsen, Asst. director, Office of Science and Technology Policy of the US
2. Russian Federation: Grigory A. Balykhin, Head of the Federal Agency on Education of the Russian Federation (Vice- Minister of Education)

3. Canada: Charles Dent,  Minister of Education NW Territories, Ed Picco, Minister of Education Nunavut, Peter Harrison, Deputy Federal Minister. 

4. Nordic Cooperation – a potential  platform for Arctic rim cooperation: Per Unckel, Secretary General of the Nordic Ministerial Council
15:10-15:25
Report from morning session – Issues for discussion – Proposal for a ministerial declaration 

Presentations by:

George Atkinson Science Adviser to the US  Secretary of State

Vilhjálmur Lúdvíksson, Secretary of the Science and Technology Policy Council of Iceland
15:25-15:45


- Coffee break -

15:45-16:45
Discussion by ministers  
16:45-17:00 
Adoption of ministerial declaration – Conclusions of the Chairman

- Meeting with the press - 

Dinner at Viðey Island Mansion –

Hosted by Thorgerdur Katrín Gunnarsdóttir, Minister of Education, Science and Culture

(Departure by bus from Nordica hotel at 18:30 for a short boat-trip to Viðey Island.  Return planned about 23:00)
